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www.leastofthesefoodpantry

This is a story of love, friendship,            
determination, perseverance and          
generosity beyond belief….but true.  This 
family’s dad was given only a short time to 
live after he suffered his tenth heart attack.  
He also has other health issues including 
the need for two hip replacements which 
cannot be done because of his overall poor 
health.  But, he refused to just sit back and 
die.  A neighbor friend, knowing of his love for     
gardening, gave him the use of 4 acres of land 
across the street from his house. Another friend 
gave him seeds and plants.  This dad, using a 
walker, or crawling, planted the garden with corn, 

Paying it Forward 
squash, tomatoes, potatoes, green beans 
and more.  The maintenance would be too 
daunting a task so he asked us for help and 
offered to donate all the excess produce  to 
the pantry. It’s also his way of giving back 
to Least Of These for the food and clothing 
assistance he’s received from us. 

Three church groups, Lake Hills, Alders-
gate United Methodist and Nixa Assembly of God, 
have volunteered to work the garden and keep up 
with weeding, staking, harvesting and delivering to 
Least Of These.  Check out the blog on our website 
with a video showing the Lake Hills church group’s 
first work day.  
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By The Numbers,  January - May 
 

3002 food baskets provided food for 7,978 people 
 

• Helping 22% more families than a year ago 
 
• 80 tons of food distributed 

  -32 tons were government commodities 
  -21 tons of food donated 
  -15 tons of food donated and purchased 

 from Ozarks Food Harvest 
  -12 tons of food purchased 


